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OTSEGO REUSE CENTER PARTNERS WITH TREX TO TACKLE PLASTIC WASTE AND 
FUEL COMMUNITY IMPACT 
NexTrex Grassroots Movement Offers Profitable Solution for Discarded Plastic Film 
  
WINCHESTER, Va., (July 8, 2025) – Nestled in the rolling hills of central New York, The Otsego 
ReUse Center has long been a local leader in sustainability – reselling building materials, 
furniture, books and other household goods to support individuals with intellectual and 
developmental disabilities served by The Arc Otsego organization. Since opening in 2018, the 
Center has been on a mission to reduce waste and give usable items a second life. Now, 
through a partnership with Trex Company, it has taken that mission one step further. 
  
Already a hub for recycling hard-to-process materials like fluorescent light bulbs and 
polystyrene, The Otsego ReUse Center saw an opportunity to address another local recycling 
challenge: plastic film waste. Due to its stretchy nature, plastic film is notoriously difficult to 
recycle through traditional channels. As a result, materials such as grocery bags, newspaper 
sleeves and shipping pouches often are not accepted by curbside recycling programs and, 
ultimately, wind up in landfills. 
  
“We saw a clear need to reduce plastic waste in our community, and NexTrex offered a smart, 
scalable solution,” said Faith Tiemann, Chief Marketing Officer of The Arc Otsego. “It’s a 
meaningful way for residents to contribute to a greener Otsego County.” 
  
NexTrex® is a nationwide material sourcing initiative for Trex, the world’s largest manufacturer of 
wood-alternative decking and railing, and one of the largest recyclers of polyethylene (PE) 
plastic film in North America. Each year, Trex uses more than 320 million pounds of recycled PE 
plastic in the making of its world-famous decking and has diverted more than 5 billion pounds of 
plastic film waste from landfills over the past three decades. 
  
The NexTrex Grassroots Movement provides eco-minded organizations, like The Arc Otsego, 
with a way to responsibly dispose of plastic waste while earning funds for their programs. The 
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turnkey framework equips partners to serve as centralized drop-off sites for plastic film 
recycling, including all the necessary tools and support to effectively manage the collection and 
baling process. Once 20-40 bales are accumulated (20,000-40,000 pounds of plastic film), Trex 
picks up the material and transports it to its manufacturing facilities in Virginia, Nevada and 
Arkansas, where it is used to produce high-performance, low-maintenance Trex composite 
decking. Trex then compensates partners for the baled recyclable films, making participation a 
viable source of ongoing funding for business operations or community initiatives. 
  
“Community organizations are ideal partners for our Grassroots Movement,” explained 
Stephanie Hicks, Materials and Recycling Programs Manager for Trex Company. “Like Trex, 
they are committed to bettering their communities and the world at large. It’s really inspiring to 
see the amount of good that can be done when like-minded people come together to preserve 
our planet.” 
  
The Arc Otsego joined the NexTrex Grassroots Movement in 2023, establishing the Otsego 
ReUse Center as a public-facing plastic recycling drop-off point. Through strong community 
partnerships with local retailers, schools, colleges and even the local police department, nearly 
100,000 pounds of plastic film were recycled through that location in just one year. This 
impressive performance and the positive impact the program has had on the Otsego community 
earned the Center a Sustainability Leadership Award from Casella Waste Systems. 
  
“We are THE place for folks to recycle their plastic film, and that’s brought more people through 
the doors of our ReUse Center – boosting both foot traffic and sales,” Tiemann shared. “Those 
increased sales directly support our work with individuals who have intellectual and 
developmental disabilities.” 
  
According to Tiemann, the biggest surprise has been the community’s overwhelming willingness 
to participate. “Whether it’s a small bag or a large tote, every contribution makes a difference,” 
she added. 
  
“With the NexTrex program, everyone wins,” noted Hicks. “Our partners win by driving increased 
traffic and earning funds for their organizations. Communities win by knowing their household 
plastics are being effectively recycled. Trex wins by sourcing a key ingredient for our decking. 
And, most importantly, the planet wins!” 
  
Inquiries about The Arc Otsego recycling program can be made via email to 
tiemannf@arcotsego.org. For more information about the NexTrex Grassroots Movement, 
contact recycle@trex.com or visit NexTrex.com. 
  
# # # 
  
About Trex Company 
For more than 30 years, Trex Company [NYSE: TREX] has invented, reinvented and defined 
the composite decking category. Today, the company is the world’s #1 brand of sustainably 
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made, wood-alternative decking and residential railing, and a leader in high performance, 
low-maintenance outdoor living products. The undisputed global leader, Trex boasts the 
industry’s strongest distribution network with products sold through more than 6,700 retail 
outlets across six continents. Through strategic licensing agreements, the company offers a 
comprehensive outdoor living portfolio that includes deck drainage, flashing tapes, LED lighting, 
outdoor kitchen components, pergolas, spiral stairs, fencing, lattice, cornhole and outdoor 
furniture – all marketed under the Trex® brand. Based in Winchester, Va., Trex is proud to have 
been named America’s Most Trusted® Outdoor Decking* 5 Years in a Row (2021-2025). The 
company also holds a place on Barron’s list of the 100 Most Sustainable U.S. Companies (2024 
and 2025), was named one of America’s Most Responsible Companies 2024 by Newsweek, 
ranked as one of the 100 Best ESG Companies by Investor’s Business Daily, and named the 
Sustainable Brand Leader in the decking category by Green Builder Media for the 15th 
consecutive year. For more information, visit Trex.com. You may also follow Trex on Facebook 
(trexcompany), Instagram (trexcompany), X (Trex_Company), LinkedIn (trex-company), TikTok 
(trexcompany), Pinterest (trexcompany) and Houzz (trex-company-inc), or view product and 
demonstration videos on the brand’s YouTube channel (TheTrexCo). 
 
*2021-2025 DISCLAIMER: Trex received the highest numerical score in the proprietary Lifestory 
Research 2021-2025 America’s Most Trusted® Outdoor Decking studies. Study results are 
based on the experiences and perceptions of people surveyed. Your experiences may vary. Visit 
www.lifestoryresearch.com. 
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