FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – August 9, 2022

New Association of Plastic Recyclers State-of-theIndustry Report Shows Strength of US Plastic Recycling
Report Outlines Policy Priorities to Further Support and Grow
Recycling

Washington, DC – The Association of Plastic Recyclers (APR), The Voice of Plastic Recycling®,
issued a report today that provides a data-driven update on the progress of plastic
recycling in the United States showing that it is a viable, accessible and scalable solution for
reducing plastic waste.
The report compiles research and analysis from across the $236 billion recycling industry
which includes over 9,000 community recycling programs across the country and more
than 100 post-consumer recyclers. The report finds that plastic recycling alone is
responsible for over 200,000 U.S. jobs.
“APR’s state-of-the-industry report tells the true story of plastic recycling in the United
States,” said Steve Alexander, President and CEO of the Association of Plastic Recyclers.
“This is an industry that processed almost five billion pounds of post-consumer plastic
material in 2020 despite a pandemic and related lockdown, and we have every expectation
that number will continue to grow.”
The report presents an important clarification on data provided by the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) for the discussion on US recycling rates. The report explains that
80% of rigid plastic packaging is polyethylene terephthalate (PET), high-density
polyethylene (HDPE), and polypropylene (PP). These are the types of plastic packaging (such
as soda bottles, laundry detergent jugs, and yogurt tubs) that are most used by businesses
and available to consumers to put in their blue bins. The report found that 21% of these
types of plastic, the type that U.S. consumers touch every day, are recycled based on EPA
data.
The report also includes the latest data for PET and HDPE bottles alone - a current recycling
rate of 28%. With more supply of recyclable plastic material from consumers, U.S. plastic
recyclers could boost PET and HDPE bottle recycling rate – raising the rate to over 40% –
with minimal additional investment and using existing processing infrastructure in the U.S.

“Increasing the recycling rate is important because demand for recycled material, a key
driver of the recycling chain, is stronger than ever, spurred by a variety of factors including
brand sustainability commitments and legislative activity,” added Alexander.
The report concludes that meeting that high demand and continuing to sustain and grow
recycling will require three steps: (1) companies to manufacture plastic products and
packaging that are compatible with recycling, (2) consumers to put recyclable material in
the bin and (3) a robust recycling infrastructure to collect, sort and process that material.
To achieve these ends, the report provides policy recommendations including: ensure that
all new products and packaging are made to be compatible with recycling; increase and
strengthen community recycling programs and create harmonization among the types of
plastic that are collected in those programs; and encourage the consideration of the true
cost of disposal and the low costs to landfill.
“This report shows that, while there is still work to be done, plastic recycling can succeed,”
Alexander added. “Consumers want recycling to work, and recyclers are ready to process
more material. Our industry is innovative and resilient. It is time to recommit to plastic
recycling for our communities, for our environment, and for our future.”
APR will hold a webinar Wednesday, August 10th at 2:00 pm eastern called The Real Truth
About Plastics Recycling: A Focus on Progress, Facts and Data to Show Plastics Recycling
Works. Presenters will discuss topics included in this report. Register now.
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####
The Association of Plastic Recyclers (APR) is The Voice of Plastics Recycling®. As the
international trade association representing the plastics recycling industry, membership
includes independent recycling companies of all sizes, processing numerous resins, as well
as consumer product companies, equipment manufacturers, testing laboratories,
organizations, and others committed to the success of plastics recycling. APR advocates the
recycling of all plastics. Visit www.PlasticsRecyling.org for more information.

