RECLAIMER in FOCUS

By Jared Paben

CHAMPION POLYMER RECYCLING — WINCHESTER, KY.

A vertically integrated business that keeps recycled plastic flowing
TECH SPECS
CHAMPION POLYMER RECYCLING

LOCATION:
WINCHESTER, KY.
START-UP DATE:
1994
ANNUAL CAPACITY:
110 MILLION POUNDS
MATERIALS HANDLED:
PE, PP, PS
MEMBER ASSOCIATIONS:
ASSOCIATION OF PLASTIC
RECYCLERS (APR), CARPET
AMERICA RECOVERY EFFORT
(CARE), AUTOMOTIVE BODY
PARTS ASSOCIATION (ABPA),
AUTOMOTIVE RECYCLERS
ASSOCIATION (ARA), SOCIETY
OF PLASTICS ENGINEERS (SPE)

Water management is a solid end market for
recycled plastics.
Among the largest buyers of recovered
plastic in the country, Champion Polymer
Recycling processes and feeds recycled
plastic to its parent company, Infiltrator Water
Technologies (IWT), which molds a variety of
septic and stormwater treatment products.
There’s a sizeable appetite for the goods
made of recycled PP, PE and PS. Millions
of the IWT systems have been installed
worldwide.
“Today, nearly half of the septic systems
installed in North America use an Infiltrator
Water Technologies product,” according to
IWT.
Located just outside of Lexington, Ky.,
Champion Polymer Recycling purchases
about 110 million pounds of plastic per year
to meet the manufacturing needs of IWT,
said Dave Smith, purchasing manager for
Champion Polymer Recycling. That comes
out to about 150 tons per day of material
consumed.
About three-quarters of the recovered
plastic comes from post-industrial sources,
and the remaining quarter is post-consumer plastic. The HDPE, LDPE, PP and PS is
sourced from the automotive, building materials, beverage and bottling, food process54
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ing, grocery/baker and distribution center industries. The company’s
processing technologies allow it to utilize plastic streams that are
unusable to other companies, according to IWT.
As far as equipment is concerned, Champion Polymer Recycling
utilizes shredders, grinders, extruders, injection molding machines,
conversion equipment for recovering plastic from carpet, and equipment for making gas-filled PS beads.
The bead-marking equipment uses recycled polystyrene, which
is melted and injected with gas and made into a small rod-shaped
bead. The bead is heated and the entrapped gas expands, giving it
a shape and size equivalent to a packing peanut. This bead is then
assembled into a drain product called EZFlow.
Champion Polymer Recycling has roughly 650,000 square feet of
processing and warehousing space in Winchester. IWT’s product
manufacturing occurs in a total of 400,000 square feet spread across
multiple states. All told, IWT has the capacity to process up to half a
million pounds of plastic per day.
The end products are made from 95 percent recycled content,
according to IWT.
“The Infiltrator team built three of the world’s largest injection molding machines in-house, [and they] produce a number of the largest
injection molded parts in the world,” according to the company.
Know of a plastics processor that should be featured in this space?
Email news@resource-recycling.com.

✩NEW! ✩
COME SEE THE ERF-350 MELT FILTER!
• Up to 28 % more throughput
• Weeks or months between screen changes
• Pressure stable operation
• Lowest purge rate in the industry!
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