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‘WEEE’ WANT MORE FROM DIRECTIVE REFORMS
A plastics recycler is calling for a fairer system to reward manufacturers using recycled polymers from waste electricals in new products. This would also help to satisfy growing consumer demand for ‘greener’ goods.
Keith Freegard of Axion Polymers is calling for stronger financial incentives to boost the use of recycled plastics in new products to be introduced as part of the European Commission’s proposals to revise the WEEE Directive. The Department for Business (BERR) has invited UK industry views on the proposals by mid-May.
“More weight and value should be given to those equipment manufacturers who can demonstrate they are using recycled plastics derived from waste electrical and electronic equipment,” says the Axion’s Technical Director. “Current revisions of the WEEE Directive and UK regulations that govern it present the ideal opportunity to do this.”
Keith suggests a ‘credit’ system whereby producers could offset every tonne of recyclate used in new goods against their obligated tonnage of old electrical items sent for recycling. 
This would act as an effective driver to stimulate collection and high-quality recycling of a useful stream of materials from WEEE – helping the Directive to deliver what was originally envisaged at its UK launch nearly two years ago. 
More follows…

“If producers can claim a rebate for every tonne of recycled WEEE material proved to be used in new electrical equipment, this would give added benefit and credence to the fundamental aims of the WEEE Directive,” continues Keith.
“Ultimately, we are seeking to encourage the re-use of materials by people in the street. Consumers are far more aware of companies’ eco-credentials in the production of new equipment, such as washing machines and electrical products. So by reducing the burden on manufacturers, we are also helping the end-users and ultimately the environment.”
For more information, contact Axion Polymers on 0161 737 6124 or visit the website at www.axionpolymers.com.
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