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B MRF of the Month

Pena’s Disposal Service Material
Recovery Facility

Located in California’s Central Valley, around 35 miles southeast of Fresno, Pend’s /

Disposal has been in operation for over 60 years. Originally established as a
means for Salvador Pefa to collect food debris for his pig ranch, the company has

grown into a disposal services firm serving over 76,000 customers. In 2008, Pefia’s opened its
own material recovery facility to better serve its customers in the area.

The 62,000-square-foot MRF is fed by materials collected from a mix of residential

and commercial single-stream
collection programs in Tulare
and Fresno Counties. The
MRE also began processing
construction and demoli-
tion materials in April 2010,
with the new line processing
over 30,000 tons of material
through the end of the year.
According to the com-
pany, Pena’s is the only firm
in the county permitted to
process refuse, recycling,
e-scrap, C&D materials,
green waste
and household
hazardous waste
all at one site.
Pena’s
Disposal Ser-
vice MRF uses
equipment from
Enterprise Baler
Company and
Ptarmigan Ma-
chinery Company
to process recy-
clable materials,
handling just under
80,000 tons in

achnical
Specifications

Pefa’s Disposal Service
Material Recovery
Facility

Cutler, California

Three - recycling, green
waste and construction
and demolition

500 tons per day

79,822 tons of
recyclable material and
30,801 tons of C&D (contract
for C&D went into effect in
April 2010)

35 percent
(C&D line is at 20 percent)

2010. Like most facilities, the biggest headache for the MRF’s

operators are plastic bags and EPS foam.
To help boost collection the company has done extensive outreach into the community, and has designed and implemented bilingual

recycling programs to help schools meet mandated diversion goals, as well as earn money from California refund value (CRV) material.
Pefa’s Disposal employs 86 people, overall — 14 of them work in the MRF and 20 of them in the C&D. The MRF runs one eight-

hour shift, five days per week (Monday-Friday).

*Know of a North American MRF that you feel Resource Recycling readers should know about? If so, e-mail your recommendation, with hi-
resolution pictures, to dylan@resource-recycling.com, and your facility may just be highlighted in a future “MRF of the Month” column.

2007-2008 Materials Processing and Recycling in the United States: Yearbook and
5th Edition — Print or CD-ROM

The 1,300 page Yearbook is the only comprehensive guide to Materials Recovery Facilities (MRFs) in the United States, providing information on 583 operating, planned and shut projects. A nationally
recognized resource, it provides a strategic analysis of the post-consumer recycling industry and a database of U.S. Material Recovery Facilities. It is an invaluable reference tool for solid waste decision
makers, planners, consultants, and organizations interested in the present and future of recycling.
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